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_ The question wag |
_ does Ram do il? The answer:
He gets the best possible
_ singers, then molds them
inte a particular image.
Well, he's done it apain.
The latest edition is not only
good, it may be the best
Platters he's ever put togeth-
_ er. Each performer is a capa-
ble single in his or her own
right, and together
blend into an exceptional
group. -
* x %

‘Whether doing something
contemporary or one of their
old hits — 'Twilight Time,”
“My Prayer,” '‘IThe Great
Pretender” or “Only You”
~— the group is superb. The
audience dug it immediately,
not only filling the Seven
Seas but giving the group re-
peated standing ovations and
Brooving with them,

s discuss Ella Woods,

the group’s one female, first.

She is beautiful, has a mar-

elous, wide-ranging = voice

and sings her heart out on
€very solo she has. She is dy-
namite.

Lead Monroe Powell, the
only singer remaining from

they B

g Afro and full beard. He
possesses a bass voice
_ with marvelous ' qualities,
deep, smooth and rich
; ;ar;zi‘éh brings the audience to
ts

et each time he solos.
Chico Lamar s the other
tenar, who handles many of
the group’s hits, each an al-

_ most perfect copy of (he

original. Again, an excellent
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THE PLATTERS, originator,

recorded their man
put with the golden

y hits,

former like the

tone, another
former with

_ voice, excellent movement
and engaging personalily.
. * o
Put them all together and

they spell the

ever, fresh, quality all the
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Rounding. out the current
show are Sami Jo and Com-
pany, plus the funky sounds
of Tonny Strand and the
Upper Hand, who are joined
by the dancing Treasure
Chests. Action usually starts
around 10 p.m., with the
Platters coming on at around
5 for the first show.
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Miami Beach, May 18.
The Platters, Tommy Strand &
The Upper Hand, Sami Jo & Co.,
Treasure Chest Girls; $6.50 mini-

The original Platters are long
gone, with at least two having their
However, Buck Ram,
group
through its history, may have bene-
His cur-
rent group. the senior member of
which, Monroe Powell, has only
one year's experience with The
Platters, could be the best Ram
has ever had. Powell, Ella Woods,
Gene Williams, Chico Lamar and
Charles Boyd each have excellent
voices, ditto stage presence and

To-

gether they create an exciting show
which neatly balances The Platters’
hits with contemporary material.
Powell and Lamar handle most
of the tenor solos on the group’s
each displaying excellent
voice and well trained in approx-
imating the sounds of the originals.
Powell is especially strong. with a
voice capable of easily handling
such numbers as “Be My Love,”
first made famous by Mario Lanza.
;“\‘lisg gggds is a ‘curvy young
béau’ 3 big, wide-ranging
voice -and vocal savvy. She is 2
singing and visual treat, whether
working solo or within the group.
Williams, the afrohaired and beard-
ed bass, has a deep. rich, smooth
voice, engaging manner and scores
every time he fronts the group.
Boyd handles the baritone leads.
igets In on several uptempo con-
temporary numbers and does some

The show s well choreographed,
with nearly constant movement,
except on the tenderer ballads
when one of the leads is spot-

The show is rounded out by the
Strand group, with the leader turn-
ing in some funky vocals, complete
with the dance gymnastics usually
associated with James Brown. His
group also backs the go-go girls
as they dance onstage and tables.
Sami Jo 1s a lovely young woman
who stays very much in the pop
field, handling ballands and up-
tempo numbers well, but shinning
on things where she can get to the
nitty-gritty and belt, despite her

gentle looks and soft Texas drawl.
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